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The climax of the procession round the streets comes when the Fabioler leads   the   Caixers   on   their   specially   bred   jet-black   stallions,   with coloourful, decorative ribbons and rosettes on their manes and tails, into the central area of the town or village for the annual festival jaleo, where the square is covered in sand or straw and local dignitaries watch from a specially erected grandstand.    Here the riders, dressed in black tail coats and white trousers, doff their traditional three pointed felt hats to salute the mayor and then haul back on the reins as the horses rear up on their hind legs, often for thirty seconds or more.  To help achieve this, they are supported  by  a  distinctive  saddle  which  has  a  rear  support  to  hold  the rider in position as the horse reaches a near vertical position.   New and inexperienced  riders  often  have  help  from  a  friend  who  supports  them from behind, while other young people dance  and clap right in front of the horses to encourage them to stay erect for as long as possible.


The  fiestas  often  last  for  a  week  or  more,  with  plenty  of  cultural  and sporting  activities,  local  brass  bands  playing  lively  and  contemporary music, colourful street decorations, market stalls, fairground amusements, mock battles, etc., and always lively and cheerful celebrations;   but the secular aspects of fiesta are inseparable here from the religious dimension of Christian festivity – as of course for many who take part or just come to watch, they truly are.  And always there is the final late night event, a magnificent display of noisy fireworks.

