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Ever since the time of the Prophet Muhammad, giving to the needy has been a central feature of the Muslim faith; so much so that it is today one of the five central pillars of Islam that dominate the life style of observant believers.


For Muslims the spirit of giving lasts throughout the year, but it is particularly evident at the two great festivals of Eid ul  Fitr (which falls at the end of the month's fasting during  Ramadan)  and  Eid  ul  Adha  (which  occurs  at  the conclusion   of   the   annual   pilgrimage   to   Mecca).    A prescribed amount is collected at the Eid morning service when  the  community  gathers  together  to  celebrate,  and this is then distributed by the mosque officials to those in need;   or  it  may  be  used  to  support  community-based activities.


Each Muslim's fast or pilgrimage or sacrifice is regarded as incomplete until the Eid donations have been made.
