Thaipusam 1.


The  festival  of  Thaipusam    (locally  Thaipusin) being  celebrated  here  in  Singapore  is  the  same festival  as  that  shown  in  the  earlier  photo  of  the Batu  Caves  in  Kuala  Lumpur.  Tamil  worshippers, most  of   whom  are   wearing  emblems   of   Lord Subramaniam, the Hindu god they seek to honour, show   their   devotion   by   offering   flowers   and experiencing   striking   but   comparatively  gentle  forms  of  self discipline.       Note  the  purposeful intertwining of their fingers to help them maintain their  posture  for  hours  at  a  time  and  the  Saivite symbolism of their headwear.   The procession is a major   public   occasion   and   the   devotees   walk several miles to reach the central temple called Sri Veeramakliamman.
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