Fiesta in Menorca 2


Blessing of Caixers by the Parish Priest outside the Church




After  the  end  of  Mass  in  the  church,  the  riders  are  led  out  by  the  Fabioler,  the  musical  Herald,  and  they assemble in two rows in the town square for a further blessing by the priest. Later they will receive gifts of a green cane and a silver spoon to mark the occasion.   The priest doffs his ecclesiastical robes and joins the Caixers on horseback as they process two or three times around the local streets - as they did the previous day, when  processions  of  gigantic  clowns  and  carnival  figures,  accompanied  by  strident  Menorcan  bands  and motorised  floats  (often  of  a  secular  nature)  added  further  excitement  and  interest  for  the  watchful  crowds. These are often in festive but relaxed mood after celebrating with the potent local drink of gin and lime juice.
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