A Buddhist Wedding in Kuala Lumpur in
February, 2010


A  young  Malaysian  couple  in  their  mid  20s  join with  their  families  and  friends  in  the  presence  of two  saffron  robed  Buddhist  monks  to  celebrate their  wedding.    This  shrine  in  Kuala  Lumpur  is separate  from  the  main  hall  and  is  used  for ceremonial purposes and private meditation.    The many images represent the different facets of the Buddha s   life,   both   active,   meditative,   and   in repose; the essential presence of the monks who conduct the ceremony, but with participation from the  couple  and  the  congregation,  underlines  the centrality of the teaching of the Buddhist Dharma; and the presence of the congregation alongside the monks  typifies  the  varied  role  of  the  Sangha  in such life focused events.   The symbolic  cord that links the Buddha image with the monks and then with  the  people  present  symbolises  the  essential unity  of  these  three  Jewels,  the   Buddha,  the Dharma,  the  Sangha,  which  are  the  heart  of  all Buddhist tradition.
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