A Chinese New Year celebration in Hong Kong





At some time in what the Gregorian calendar calls January or  February, Chinese  communities  throughout  the  world celebrate their new year festival, Yuan Tan or Chunjie.   In
2013 it falls on February 10th  and inaugurates the ‘Year of the  Snake .    It  is  the  most  important  event  in  the
traditional Chinese calendar, where it marks the beginning of   the   first   lunar   month.   The   festival   is   colourfully celebrated  with  fireworks,  dances  (such  as  the  famous
Lion Dance)  and the  giving  of  gifts,  flowers and sweets.
Gold  is  a  dominant  colour  that  symbolises  the  wish  for prosperity, and red is also much used as a lucky colour. Business  accounts  should  be  settled  and  all  debts  paid before  the  new  year  begins.  Celebrations  can  last  for three days or more.


Like the lion, the dragon is created afresh each year, and can  only  come  alive  and  take  part  in  the  cosmic  dance once his eyes have been completed. To bring good fortune for  the  coming  year  it  is  traditional  for  the  eye  to  be painted in, as here, by an important local dignitary.
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