Thaipusam 2.


Here again, at the same festival in Singapore as is depicted in the pictures in Thaipusam 1, a Tamil worshipper   displays   more   extreme   forms   of asceticism   and   self   discipline.   A   number   of devotees    carry    kavadis    or    wooden    frames, decorated with peacock feathers and flowers, and fastened   to   their   bodies   by   hooks.   This   self- mutilation  is  an  act  of  penitence in  exchange  for favours asked of the gods.



Here,  as  at  the  temple  of  Sri  Mahamariamman near  the  Batu  caves  in  KL,  hundreds  of  pilgrims pass  sharp  needles  through  their  mouth,  tongue, arms, chest and back, with hooks for hanging their offerings,  which  generally  consist  of  fruit  or  milk containers.  Note  also  the  symbolic  markings  on chest and arms.



The  celebration  of  this  festival  is  now  officially banned in India because of the self-inflicted cruelty shown   by   the   faithful,   but   extreme   forms   of devotion  of  this  nature  are  esteemed  greatly  by other devotees throughout Malaysia.
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