Navaratri, Durga Puja, Dassehra as celebrated in 
                                                                         Kuala Lumpur

[bookmark: _GoBack]
While it is known by different names in different areas of India, Navaratri is one of the few festivals celebrated throughout the country. Navaratri means 'nine nights', and the festival lasts throughout this period, though the last three nights have special significance.  The eighth night is traditionally known as Durga Puja (though in some areas the whole festival bears this name), and then the 10th day, Dassehra, (which means tenth), leads to the always dramatic climax of the celebrations.

In some parts of India the focus is on Durga's defeat of the troublesome 'buffalo' deity, Mahishasura, using famous weapons lent her by each of the gods.  In other areas important Hindu goddesses are honoured, and especially Saraswati, goddess of learning and all things artistic.  In many villages the focus is on 'mata', local goddesses, who, in this instance, are worshipped solely by women and children.

In northern India the performance of the Ram Lila during Navaratri commemorates Rama's victory over Ravana, the demon king of Sri Lanka, and in Delhi especially the various episodes of the Rama story are presented in dance and drama over the 10 day period. On Dassehra the actor playing Rama shoots a flaming arrow which sets fire to a huge firework-filled image of Ravana.  In this photograph the Ram Lila is being acted out in a temple in Kuala Lumpur, where over several days the epic story is faithfully preserved by the large Hindu community living 'abroad'.

Other customs are dances such as the stick dance, the dandia ras, loved by Gujarati communities worldwide, and the tradition that on Dassehra farmers worship their tools and warriors their weapons, the latter custom evoking both Durga's killing of Mahishasura and   Rama's defeat of Ravana.

