Anointing Riders with Rose Water during Mass



Each town and village of any size in the Mediterranean island of Menorca celebrates a fiesta in the dry summer months in honour of its patron saint.   Twenty or thirty riders
-  known  as Caixers  -  on  specially  trained  horses,  are  led  round  the  area  by the Fabio/er.   He  is  the  musical  Herald,  who  rides  a  donkey  at  the  head  of  the procession, while playing a haunting melody on his flute and drum.   The Caixers ride round the streets to collect the Chief of Police, the Catholic priest, the local Mayor /
Mayoress, and the Fiesta flag en route to the Parish Church.   There they leave their
horses in the shade to be looked after by friends while they enter the Catholic Church, led  by  the Fabio/er  (you  can  see  him  at  the  front  of  the  church  on  the  left)  for  a special  Fiesta  Mass.   This  is  specifically  for  the Caixers but  is  open  to  all,  including hosts of camera snapping photographers!



After the celebration of Mass, a group of the riders approach the altar and are each given a sheaf of laurel flowers and a beaker of scented rosewater (though sometimes water with lemon  and  mint may be  used instead).   They  move around  the  church, anointing the heads of the congregation with a few drops poured from the spout of the beaker.  Later in the day they will circulate round the local streets, offering the rosewater to all who wish to be blessed with it. Then, much later, at the end of the day's proceedings, the Fabio/er will again lead the Caixers back around the streets to return the dignitaries to their homes.
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