
Devout Muslims prepare to enter the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem


[bookmark: _GoBack]On a rocky outcrop in the heart of the city of Jerusalem stands  one  of  the  most  famous  buildings  in  the  Islamic world.    It  marks  the  spot  where  Muslims  believe  their Prophet  Muhammad  rose  through  the  heavens  on  his famous  Night  Journey  from  Makkah  to  Jerusalem.   It  is also  honoured  as  the  mountain  top  where  Ibrahim  was prevented from sacrificing his son Isma il.   It is adjacent to the Al Aqsa Mosque, one of the three most important centres of Islamic devotion, preceded only by the Ka bah at Makkah and the Prophet s Mosque at Madinah.


The octagonal exterior is decorated with tiled patterns of an   ornate   nature,   topped   by   a   layer   of   Qur anic calligraphy.   Above  is  a  dome  shaped  drum  sheathed in metal and covered with gold foil.  The interior is decorated with  further  Islamic  calligraphy  and  reveals  the  rocky outcrop  of  the  original  mountain  top  from  which  the Prophet is believed to have set off on his horse with the angel  Jibril  (Gabriel)  and  to  which  he  returned  after passing through the seven layers of the heavens.


While not itself a mosque (even though known sometimes as  the  Mosque  of  Omar)  the  building  is  held  in  great regard by Muslims and many perform ablutions and offer private  prayers  before  entering  it.   Its  proximity  to  the site  of  the  Jewish  Temples  and  the  similarity  of  its structure   to   the   Holy   Sepulchre   and   other   Christian buildings ensure that it will always be the focus for vibrant and healthy debate about the conflicting claims of these three monotheistic religions.











	
