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Public prostration in mosque, church or temple is one thing.   Here in a London street, beneath the wheels of a Hindu juggernaut, it is quite another!




At the height of summer worshippers come together in a series  of  streets,  closed  to  traffic  for  the  occasion,  near the  Ghanapathy  Tamil  temple  in  Wimbledon.  Here  two large chariots (thers) have been created to celebrate the annual   chariot   festival (ther    is   the   Tamil   word   for chariot).   The term ‘juggernaut , when used for the huge temple cars, signifies a tremendous, virtually unstoppable force or phenomenon.


Worshippers roll in the streets clutching coconuts, which they   try   to   place   beneath   the   wheels   of   these
‘juggernauts ,  so  that  when  they  are  crushed,  the  milk and the flesh from the fruit will carpet the ground while barefooted participants paddle in the mixture.


Coconuts are a major product of the Tamil areas of India and Sri Lanka and play an important part in Hindu rituals. Many are cut open or smashed on the ground during the ritual.


A similar celebration occurs in August in West Ealing near the Shri Kanagathurkkai Amman Temple when thousands attend in honour of the Mother goddess (Ammanis Tamil for  Mother),  whose  image  is  placed  on  a  chariot  and dragged around the streets by men and women pulling on long ropes.   This takes place on the main Uxbridge Road, where the bus lane is reserved for the procession.


Both  these  temples  have  connections  to  a  Saivite  Hindu tradition with a focus on Lord Ganupati, son of Shiva, but they are also federated into a group of temples in the Sai Baba community.

