Well  Dressing  (or  Well  Flowering)  at  Bonsall in Derbyshire



Throughout May, June and July in the UK counties of  Derbyshire  and  Staffordshire  an  agricultural type  of  festival  is  celebrated  in  rural  areas  and villages.    The  origins  of  the  tradition  may  be pagan,   or   they   may   lie   in   the   thanksgiving ceremonies  associated  with  a  number  of  wells  of pure  water  which  saved  many  lives  during  the Black Death.   Wherever wells are found or springs of  running  water  rise,  a  picturesque  feature  is made  close  by,  sometimes  incorporating  running water into the picture to keep it fresh.

Each ‘well  has its own distinctive character, as is evident in this superbly accurate tribute to the life and work of Vincent Van Gogh (30th  March 1853 –
27th  July 1890). Note here the artist s palette and paint brushes at the top, and the representation of his famous painting of boats by the sea at Arles in France  (Fishing  Boats  on  the  Beach  at  Saintes- Maries, oil on canvas, 1888, now in the Van Gogh Museum  in  Amsterdam).  See  too  the  sunflower and the collecting box for charity at bottom left.

The basis of such features is generally a wooden frame covered with clay, salt and water.   A design is traced onto this and mosses, flower petals and other natural materials such as seeds, beans and pine  cones  are  used  to  decorate  and  display  the subject,  which  is  often  of  a  religious/Christian nature. There is currently much controversy over the use of non-natural materials in these displays.
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