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A. Carnival Procession for annual Celebrations in Loulé, Portugal

[bookmark: _Hlk492740703]A colourful carnival procession in the small town of Loulé in the Algarve in Portugal.  Loulé’s carnivals date back several hundred years and include three days of floats, samba music and entertainment. They are a time for feasting and celebrating before the season of Lent begins. Some floats, as here, have satirical models of politicians and celebrities, since carnival is a time when many rules are broken. 

B. Celebration of the Thur Festival at Wimbledon 

The Ratha Yatra festival is locally called the Thur festival by this Tamil community in South West London. This is a happy festival for all ages, and as part of it these young girls lead the procession while dancing in their colourful costumes.

C. Prostrate Worshippers at Ratha Yatra (or Thur) in South West London
Ratha Yatra, here celebrated in Wimbledon, means ‘chariot journey’.  The festival originated in India and is celebrated by devotees of Krishna. The chariot contains the deities Jagannatha, Baladeva and Subhadra. Devotees believe that if they are given the honour of pulling the ropes of the giant chariot carrying Krishna, then, at the end of this life, they will be granted a secure place in the spiritual world. During the festival some men lie prostrate on the street, rolling dangerously in front of the main chariot as a mark of respect for their Lord.

     D.     Buddhist devotees prostrate  in worship at Lhasa

Many of these devotees in front of the austere Jokhang temple in Lhasa are Buddhist pilgrims who have taken several months on their journey to the capital city of Tibet. They have literally prostrated themselves after each step, so that the distance achieved with each movement is their full body length. Many are helped by the use of knee padding and hand coverings.
 

E. Believer’s Baptism by immersion and resurrection in a South London Baptist Church

A mature believer has made the decision to be baptised and to live as a Christian.  He is undergoing Believer’s Baptism, and is submerged in water in the same way that Jesus was 2,000 years ago when he was baptised in the river Jordan, and then hauled erect to signify the end of his old life and the beginning of his new one as a follower of Jesus.  Baptist and Pentecostal churches, and some Anglican ones, still practise Believer’s Baptism today.







F. Standing erect – a worshipper at a Chinese Shrine in Shanghai 

A worshipper stands tall at the Jing’An Chinese Temple of Tranquility in Shanghai. A Temple has stood on this site for 1700 years, although it was partially restored in 984 CE. About 50 Buddhist monks are still in residence.

For over two thousand years, the Chinese have used incense in religious ceremonies for ancestor veneration, traditional Chinese medicine, and in their daily life. Agarwood (chénxiāng) and sandalwood (tánxiāng) are the two most important ingredients in Chinese incense.
  
Chinese incense sticks for use in popular religion are generally without aroma or only the slightest trace of jasmine or rose, since it is the smoke, not the scent, which is important in conveying the prayers of the faithful to heaven. Though they contain no sandalwood, they often include the Chinese character for sandalwood on the label, as a generic term for incense.


     G.  Maritime Festival Celebrants standing tall at Loulé, Portugal
 
Two Portuguese women, standing tall on stilts at the Loulé Carnival festival, wear ships on their heads to symbolise the maritime journeys of exploration for which Portugal was long renowned. The symbols depicted here show that this early exploration was also a Christian mission for the explorers.


      H.  Lofty Pyramids at Teotihuacan in Mexico
The holy Mexican city of Teotihuacan (‘The Birthplace of the Gods’), built between the 1st and 7th centuries CE, is home to some of the largest and most ancient pyramids in the world. These include the Temple of Quetzalcoatl and the Pyramids of the Sun and the Moon, constructed according to geometric and symbolic principles. Although their origins are uncertain, this was for many years a significant pilgrimage site for many Aztec peoples.

I. Borobudur stupa in the clouds in Java, Indonesia

A statue of the Buddha, with head in the clouds, on the upper terrace of the Borobudur stupa in Java, Indonesia. The circular format of each part of the shrine relates to the eternity of life, having no beginning and without end. Borobudur was built around 750 CE. The temple here at Borobudur is a three-dimensional mandala (a diagram of the universe) and a visual representation of Buddhist teachings. 

J. Mohamed Ali mosque in Cairo, Egypt – an outstanding message for the world

The Mohamed Ali mosque in Cairo is known as the Alabaster Mosque and is famed for the message of Islamic beauty it extends to the world. Shining marble covers its inner and outer walls. It was built between 1830 and 1848 by the Turkish architect Yousef Bushnak for Mohamed Ali, the ruler of Egypt (1805-1849) who ruled here for over 45 years. His body is buried in a tomb in its south west corner.  The mosque’s towering minarets are visible from every point in Cairo. The style of mosque is Ottoman.





      K.   The Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, central to three world faiths

The city of Jerusalem, in which the Dome of the Rock is built, is central to three world faiths - Judaism, Islam and Christianity. Jewish belief holds that the rocks that emerge from the floor of the shrine are where Abraham attempted the sacrifice of his son, Isaac. Muslims believe the Prophet set off from here for his mystical night journey to the heavens. Christians honour Jerusalem for its associations with the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.


      L.  The Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem, partnered by the Church of Mary Magdalene

Adjoining the Dome of the Rock is the Al Aqsa mosque which is used for communal prayers. This is one of the three most important sites for Muslims (after Makkah and Medina) and is a place of pilgrimage for many. In the distance can be seen the slopes of the Mount of Olives, and not far from the mosque the magnificent gilded domes of the Church of Mary Magdalene sparkle in the sunlight. One of the most ornate buildings in Jerusalem, this church of seven turrets is located near the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus is said to have prayed before his crucifixion. The Church was built in 1888 by Czar Alexander III of Russia as a memorial to his mother, the Empress Maria Alexandrovna.



