7.  Christian ceremony of Confirmation, 120 miles inside the Arctic Circle at Illulissat in Greenland


Illulissat is the third largest town in Greenland and stands on  the  West  coast  of  the  country,  120  miles  inside  the Arctic Circle.  Its name means ‘icebergs ,   and it is a well known  tourist  centre,  famous  for  its  glacier  and  its proximity to wild life.
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A service of confirmation takes place at the Zion Church here on a Sunday twice a year, once in May, and again in June.  At this time of year the daylight hours are at their longest,  which  makes  transport  from  other  parts  of  the region easier.


The Minister at this church is a woman, and she celebrates the Eucharist with these groups of young people after they have  taken  their  vows.  Here  they  are  returning  to  their families after playing their central part in the service.


For  this  important  occasion  in  their  lives,  they  dress  up smartly  in  their  National  Dress,  which  consists  of  warm clothing,   striking   leather   boots,   leggings   and   gaily coloured  pullovers  for  the  girls  and  ceremonial  boots, white  pullovers,  shirts,  and  bow  ties  for  the  boys.   For many reasons it is a day they will remember for the rest of their lives.

