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Buddha (2000) by Niki de Saint Phalle


The  French  painter,  Niki  de  Saint  Phalle,  was  born  in France in 1930.   She grew up to be a self taught artist, began her career as a fashion model and studied theatre and  acting  in  Paris  before  becoming  an  artist.   She  is noted for her work with the Nouveau Realisme group and her Shooting Paintings.  She followed these with a series of iconic Nana figures: colourful voluptuous celebrations of the female form.


After moving to California in 1994, Saint Phalle began to paint less, increasingly working with sculpture and mosaic techniques.  As shown in Buddha, she used mirror, glass and  stone  to  create  vivacious,  glittering  sculptures  on  a monumental   scale.   Her   mosaic   work   is   particularly striking.


Saint Phalle lived for a while in Mallorca, and was inspired by a visit to Barcelona in the 1950s, where she discovered that ‘I knew I was meant one day to build my own garden of joy . She eventually created her own sculpture park in Tuscany, The Tarot Garden, which opened to the public in
1998.  Her health suffered from contact with some of the materials she used, and she died in 2002.


Buddha, as shown here, is strikingly modernistic, and is one  of  her  later,  reflective  works.   It  is  on  loan  from  a private collection, and can currently be seen and visited in the Yorkshire Sculpture Park in West Bretton, Wakefield.


The  striking  nature  of  its  modernity  in  material  and approach  will  appeal  to  many  today,  while  at  the  same time  others  may  find  its  innovatory  nature  a  distraction from the simplicity of Buddhist meditation.

