1. October 2004   
At the Jewish festival of Simhat Torah, Rejoicing in the Torah, the scrolls are taken out of the Ark and paraded round the synagogue, usually seven times.  Everyone participates, processing with psalms and songs, children often carrying miniature scrolls.  FWR pp 99, 100

2. April 2005

Male Sikhs are easily recognised by their turbans, worn after they have been initiated into the Khalsa, the Sikh Community. This Sikh sits beside a pool at a Gurdwara in Delhi holding the kirpan, a sword, another of the symbols of faith worn by Sikh men and women.  FWR pp 121-126
3. May 2005
In this Zoroastrian community in North London, the priest is kindling a fire for the religious devotions for Zarathustra’s birthday (Khordad Sal). In Zoroastrian temples in some parts of the world, for example in India and Iran, the holy fire is kept burning continuously.  FWR pp 127 – 132

4. May 2007
The Japanese Tea Ceremony, Chaji, is a full tea presentation with a meal.  Symbolic action and tradition find expression in the precise way in which the ceremony is conducted.

5. January 2008
In Delhi, India, this man reads Hindu sacred texts to passers by for which he is given a few coins. It enables those without access to the texts to hear a passage read each day.
6. August 2009
The peaceful monastic site of Clonmacnoise is by the river Shannon in Ireland.  It dates back almost 1500 years.  Its monastery, founded by St Ciaran, became known as a centre for medieval learning.

7. August 2010
In Turkey, dates are arranged to purchase for Ramadan iftar.  This is the evening meal which ends the fast at sunset.  According to tradition, the prophet Muhammad would break his fast with a date.

8. September 2011
Jewish boys praying at the Western Wall, Jerusalem, the holiest Jewish site.

9. June 2012 

Christian Wedding in Tobago, Trinidad, in the Caribbean.
Tobago is the tiny little sister to its dominant and much larger neighbour Trinidad.  With its many sandy beaches, each sporting a popular barbecue, and its heavy seas, which are marvellous for water sports, Tobago has become an ideal venue for local residents, holiday makers and film crews.  Like Trinidad, though on a smaller scale, it contains a multitude of cultures and traditions, whose followers mingle happily on social occasions.

The umbrellas shown here bespeak sunshine, not showers, and the colourful procession making its way to the church is in the highest of spirits.   Caribbean weddings such as this are often lavish and expensive, and couples may live together for many years before saving up enough to tie the knot. 

10. February 2013
At some time in what the Gregorian calendar calls January or February, Chinese communities throughout the world celebrate their new year festival, Yuan Tan or Chunjie.   In 2013 it falls on February 10th and inaugurates the ‘Year of the Snake’.   It is the most important event in the traditional Chinese calendar, where it marks the beginning of the first lunar month. The festival is colourfully celebrated with fireworks, dances (such as the famous Lion Dance) and the giving of gifts, flowers and sweets. Gold is a dominant colour that symbolises the wish for prosperity, and red is also much used as a lucky colour. Business accounts should be settled and all debts paid before the new year begins. Celebrations can last for three days or more. 

Like the lion, the dragon is created afresh each year, and can only come alive and take part in the cosmic dance once his eyes have been completed. To bring good fortune for the coming year it is traditional for the eye to be painted in, as here, by an important local dignitary.  

11. December 2014
A Maori performs a Haka at Powhiri in New Zealand. The Haka is a traditional, ancestral war cry, dance or challenge from the Māori people of New Zealand. As shown in this picture of a solo haka at Powhiri in New Zealand, it is a posture dance, using vigorous movements and stamping of the feet and often with a rhythmically shouted accompaniment. The haka is usually performed by a group, and the New Zealand rugby team's practice of performing a haka before their matches has made the dance widely known around the world.

War haka were originally performed by warriors before a battle, proclaiming their strength and prowess, in order to intimidate the opposition. But haka are not exclusively war dances or presented only by men.  Some are performed by women, others by mixed groups, and a number of simple haka are practised by school children. Haka may be performed for various reasons: for amusement, as a hearty welcome to distinguished guests, or to acknowledge great achievements, occasions or funerals.

Today haka may constitute an integral part of official welcome ceremonies for distinguished visitors or foreign dignitaries, or they may serve to impart a sense of the importance of a formal occasion.

According to Māori mythology the sun god, Tama-nui-te-rā, had two wives, the Summer Maid, Hine-raumati, and the Winter Maid, Hine-takurua. Haka originated in the coming of Hine-raumati, the Summer Maid, whose presence on still, hot days was revealed in a quivering, shimmer appearance in the air.

Various actions are employed in the course of a performance, including facial contortions, such as showing the whites of the eyes and poking out the tongue, and a wide variety of vigorous body actions such as slapping the hands against the body and stamping of the feet. As well as chanted words, a variety of cries and grunts are used. In fact haka may be understood as a kind of symphony in which the different parts of the body represent many instruments. The hands, arms, legs, feet, voice, eyes, tongue and the body as a whole combine to express courage, annoyance, joy or other feelings relevant to the purpose of the occasion.
12. August 2015
Aboriginal Australians often revere natural phenomena such as this striking and unusual sandstone outcrop in the flat, desert area of the Northern Territory of Australia. Known as ‘Uluru/Ayers Rock’, this has been a key Aboriginal site for centuries, and rock paintings that represent the ‘dream time’ have become a feature of the sacred areas that are still kept private for use by Aboriginal communities. 
Like an iceberg of stone, much of the rock is buried deep underground. In a similar way the rock seems to change colour at sunset and sunrise. Alice Springs, 200 plus miles to the northeast, is the nearest town. 
