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This   is   the   most   important   festival   in   the Zoroastrian  year.  Tradition  claims  it  was  founded by   Prophet   Zarathushtra   himself,   when,   it   is believed, the prophet received the first revelation from   Ahura   Mazda,   the   Creator   God.      It   is customary to wear new clothes, to offer gifts, and to  visit  the  Fire  Temple  to  seek  blessing  from Ahura Mazda.    Note how the priests care for the fire, preventing their own breath from degrading it, and  using  precious  sandal  wood  with  its  sweet aroma to keep it alight.    The urn where the fire burns is an ancient treasure and the tongs used to handle the wood and the ladle that carries the oil underline the importance attached to keeping the flame  burning  brightly.     In  India,  where  priests are available in sufficient numbers, they will guard the fire night and day to keep it burning, so that it never goes out and never needs to be relit.
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