Throwing water at images of the Buddha in an annual procession in the moated town of Chiang Mai, in the north of Thailand


Once a year in April a number of images from local Buddhist temples are placed on trailers and driven round the town as part of the massive three day festival of Song Kran. Note the ornate decoration and  the  number  of  smaller  Buddhist  images  in attendance   upon   the   main   one.   The   occasion celebrates the New Year, which falls at the end of the dry season.


At   popular   key   points   where   the   crowds   are thickest,  such  as  this  one  outside  the  Tapae  Inn Hotel,  local  Buddhists  bring  buckets  and  pots  of water  which  they  throw  over  the  images  as  a libation in the hope for plentiful summer rains for the crops.   Water for them symbolises one of life s most precious gifts and neighbouring hill tribes in particular  travel  down  to  share  in  the  festivities, which   include   a   good-natured   city-wide   water fight.    The  tall-hatted  attendants  and  the  very necessary  tiered  sun  shade  convey  the  sense  of the Buddha s importance to his followers.
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