Editorial

The theme chosen for this year’s journal is ‘Shaping the future’. Through this theme
we have sought to explore ways in which religious traditions and worldviews respond
to a rapidly changing world. Our interest is in the way in which they are drawn into
dialogue with the contemporary world and envisage a future in which they are living
participants. This kind of dynamic is often difficult for teachers to ascertain as they seek to explore a range of issues suggested in RE syllabuses — from beliefs and practice through to social and ethical issues. Too often the picture syllabuses give of religious traditions tends to be stereotypical and static; the complexity within traditions is absent, and the dynamics of their varied engagement with the contemporary world is also lacking. Teaching about religion at all levels throws up pertinent, urgent questions about the current world situation and a variety of moral, spiritual and ethical issues that seek a response now. Religions can and do make the claim to be radical and world changing — and indeed they can be; but they are also responsive. They are at times reactionary, clutching at the security of the past, yet also driven by changing philosophical and ethical circumstances as well as shifting societal attitudes.

Most contributors to this edition of the journal then were asked to consider ways in which
religions engage with the present and look to the future; they were invited to reflect on three questions which we posed — they are set out here in the form in which they were put to members of different faith traditions:

•	Which elements within your tradition or aspects of it should be carried forward from one generation to another?

•	Where are the points of contention and tension for your tradition with the
contemporary world?

•	What are the ways forward? Are there new ways of thinking and means of
accommodating new ideas?

We also asked some contributors who were not writing from within a particular religion to comment on aspects of Religious Education and Religious Studies ‘futures’. Gwilym
Beckerlegge, who received the Shap Award in 2002 on behalf of The Open University,
addresses this through exploring ways in which technology will shape future learning. We are also pleased to include an article by Shirley Firth, the winner of the 2003 Shap Award, whose work points to the importance of an understanding of religious traditions beyond the educational sphere. At the time of going to press the new Framework for Religious Education in England (to be published later in the year by QCA/DEfS) was in draft form; Brian Gates, who has been deeply involved in the preparation of the Framework, shares a personal vision of its potential. 

Our thanks are due to all our contributors and to many others. Lesley Prior and Parley Marsh have once again produced a Primary Mailing to complement our central theme; Carrie Mercier has edited the substantial review section; Jabal Buaben, Eleanor Nesbitt, Cherry Gould and Peter Woodward have produced the Shap Calendar and their editorial notes are found on page 79. This year their notes include a contribution on the Hindu calendar kindly provided by ISKON Educational Services. The success of our first pictorial calendar this year has encouraged us to produce a 2005 version on the theme of ‘Faces’; special thanks are due to Alison Seaman, Owen Cole and David Rose for their work towards this. A flier for the pictorial calendar is included with this mailing. Finally, we are as ever very grateful to Mike Berry, Shap’s administrator, for his efficient and cheerful management of the Shap office.

Shap is an independent charity committed to the promotion of accurate information for those teaching about the world’s religions. We need to say, as ever, that the opinions expressed in the articles are those of the authors themselves and do not necessarily represent the views of the Shap Working Party. Transliteration of specialist terms in the Journal remains that adopted by individual authors.
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